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“BEWARE OF THE LEAVEN ... OF
THE SADDUCEES”

Ken Ratcliff

INTRODUCTION1

Men do not live in a vacuum, and for most there is daily contact
with others. The time in history and culture assist in shaping who we
are. The more that we can understand and appreciate the attitude and
the way others think and react, the better we can grasp the history of
their time. Although none of us lived during the United States Revolu-
tionary or Civil Wars, the events of those days impact our lives.
Chances are we would never be aware of it if we knew nothing of
United States history. The same may be true in local communities
where buildings and other reminders of the past are preserved to be
appreciated by each new generation.

When we read the Bible, a better understanding of the people,
places and times in which they lived will help us better understand the
message. As examples, consider John 4:1-30 when Jesus spoke to the
woman of Samaria and the parable of the good Samaritan in Luke
10:25-37. We may grasp the lessons, but it becomes more meaningful
when we have a better understanding of the Samaritans. For this, the
reader needs to go back to about 721 B.C. when Assyria conquered the
Northern Kingdom of the nation of Israel. The people were basically
resettled out of their nation and others were brought in from elsewhere
to inhabit the area. The Jews did not like them.

In the parable of the good Samaritan a priest and a Levite passed
the injured man and gave him no assistance. They were not only Jews
but among those who would have been expected to be the first to give
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aid. However, they basically looked the other way and continued on
their journey as if the injured man did not exist. It was the hated
Samaritan who not only stopped but saw that the man was given the
proper care. The lawyer was asked: “Who was the neighbor?” He may
have had difficulty in saying the Samaritan for he replied by simply
indicating it was the one who gave assistance.

The woman at the well in John 4 is not a parable. Jesus and His
apostles were in Samaria, and He was at a well while the others went
for food. When Jesus asked the woman for water, she may have been
a bit surprised. It was not only that she was a woman but also that she
was a Samaritan. Jesus was a Jew, and the Jews had no dealings with
the Samaritans. There may have even been a touch of sarcasm or anger
suggested by the thought: “You Jews don’t like us Samaritans or have
anything to do with us until you want a favor.” She also pointed out
that the well was deep, and Jesus did not have any means for getting
water. She might well have added: “If you want water that bad, go get
it for yourself.” Of course, Jesus handled the situation in a magnificent
manner.

The point to considering these two illustrations is to appreciate that
it is far more meaningful when we know something of the background.
This is also true in considering the Sadducees. The reader needs to keep
in mind that the chapter relates solely to the Sadducees. Therefore, only
references will be made to other Jewish divisions as is necessary to
illustrate the manner in which the Sadducees differed from others.

BACKGROUND OF THE SADDUCEES

With the close of the Old Testament there has been no mention of
any group that is known as “Sadducees.” However, one does not need
to read very far until he begins to note that the Jews were not all of the
same mind. In fact, the differences seem to run deep and could create
some strong contention. In the New Testament some mention is made
as to the beliefs of the Sadducees and of their influence in Jerusalem.
However, nothing is said of their background, their beginning or why
they held certain doctrines. For this we must look to other sources.
When we do so, it is with the realization that it may not be completely
accurate, but it can assist us in better understanding this religious
group. The same can be just as true today as we encounter the hundreds
of religious bodies which teach different doctrines but claim to be
Christians. When we believe the Bible teaches something different than
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what they proclaim, it is helpful to understand the history and rationale
of their beliefs.

According to the Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible,
the origin of the name “Sadducee” is questionable. Among the possible
explanations is that the name traces to the name “Zadok” or the son of
Zadok, a descendant of Aaron and a leading priest under David (2 Sam.
8:17), and a chief priest under Solomon (1 Kgs. 1:32).2

The Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiastical
Literature provides a more comprehensive discussion of the origin and
background of the Sadducees.3 Even this does not appear to be
presented as absolute fact but as what is perceived to be a reasonable
possibility. Starting with the basic concepts of the Sadducees, an effort
is made to reach back in time to the individual most likely to be the
source, and then to follow that lineage to the time of Christ. Zadok, the
tenth in line from Aaron, the first high priest, is considered the likely
source from which the Sadducees came. The same individual is also
considered in other works. As Jewish history is followed, the descen-
dents of Zadok are mentioned a number of times. Reaching down to the
return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity, the priests (seed or sons
of Zadok) are mentioned as becoming the aristocracy, functioning in
both the religious as well as the civil areas. Keep in mind that they were
still under the rule of Babylon and did not have a king. Likewise, the
Law of Moses reached into all areas of the lives of the Israelites. It is
therefore concluded that the “sons of Zadok” or Zadokites equals
Sadducees. This is mentioned with the caveat that the actual origin is
questionable.

Others have noted that all the Sadducees were not priests, and,
therefore, the term would be meaningless if it is intended to be traced
through the priesthood. Still others have observed that the word in
Hebrew is made up of radicals that mean “righteous ones.” It is
questionable if this description rightly describes the outstanding
characteristics of the Sadducees. In any event, it is likely that ultimately
the origin of the word is of little significance as it is unknown.

The first historical mention of Sadducees is found in Josephus’
works when he mentions them as being one of three schools of thought,
Pharisees, Sadducees and Essenes, during the period of Jonathan
Maccabeus between the Old and New Testaments. Josephus states:

And for the Sadducees, they take away fate, and say there is no
such thing, and that the events of human affairs are not at its
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disposal; but they suppose that all our actions are in our own
power, so that we are ourselves the causes of what is good, and
receive what is evil from our own folly.4

From the beginning the Sadducees appear to be associated with the
aristocratic members of the early senate or Sanhedrin, and to have a
close connection with the High Priest on through the New Testament
period. Herod the Great diminished the power of the Sanhedrin and the
hereditary high priest by making his own selection of that office. This
not only degraded the position of high priest but also that of the
Sadducees who were also suffering a decline in public opinion. In A.D.
6, Judea became a Roman province which enabled the Sanhedrin to
exercise greater control. Then, the Sadducees exercised greater power
under the watchful eye of Rome. The picture portrayed is that of a
priesthood combined with power and political influence. This in turn
suggests a great gulf between the Sadducees and the common people.
They are not the religious body which is primarily mentioned as taking
issue with Jesus or being present wherever He was teaching. However,
every indication is they played a major role in the trial and crucifixion
of Jesus, and in the subsequent persecution of Christians.

The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia provides some
additional background.5 It suggests that the divisions among the Jews
grew out of a conflict between the priests and the prophets or between
the scribes and the priests. The Sadducees gradually developed from
the priests, and the high priest tended to rule. They took no part in the
Maccabean struggle which occurred between the Testaments and
played politics for influence in the time that followed. It is said that at
first the Sadducees paid little attention to the conflict between Jesus and
the Pharisees until the people became very excited that He was the
Messiah and King. They were then fearful the Romans would step in,
and they would lose their influence. It is claimed that it was the
Sadducees who were the most hostile to the Christians. Annas, the High
Priest and a Sadducee, was responsible for the death of James in Acts
12.

Without considering any doctrines of the Sadducees, it is not
difficult to see that while the common people heard Jesus gladly (Mk.
12:37), He would not be so acceptable to the Sadducees in particular.
Jesus was with the people in their homes and villages. He acted with
authority yet was not only sympathetic to their needs but met them.
They could see Him not only as one who spoke with authority (Mt.
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7:29) but as one of them. He had no wealth or even a home to call His
own. This would not be true of at least the leading Sadducees.

With the above thoughts in mind we can better appreciate the
opposition against Jesus and their plot to kill Him for fear that the
Romans would come and take away their country (Jn. 11:48). It may
not have been so much an opposition based on their wrongful belief in
the Old Testament, but a concern over their power.

UNIQUE DOCTRINES ESPOUSED BY THE SADDUCEES

The Sadducees denied that there existed any oral transmitted law,
such as traditions not written in the Law of Moses. They did not reject
all traditions but basically those that came through the Pharisees. The
Sadducees might be thought of as being conservative and the Pharisees
as liberal. Their reason for not believing in the resurrection of the dead,
to receive their just reward, was because it was not taught in the Law
of Moses, which to them taught a temporal reward for obedience or
disobedience.

Possibly the most striking indication of the doctrine of the
Sadducees is found in Acts 23:8 where we are told that they did not
believe in angels, the resurrection nor spirits. That concept is high-
lighted in their effort to find a fallacy in the teachings of Jesus. In
Matthew 22:23-32, they posed the issue to Jesus of seven brothers who
in turn married the same woman after the previous brother had died.
The question was whose wife she would be in eternity for all of them
had been married to her. Jesus silenced them by pointing out that they
did not know the Scriptures or the power of God. In heaven those who
are saved will be like angels, and there will be no marriages. Further,
God is the God of the living. No doubt the Sadducees were positive that
the issue they posed could not be answered satisfactorily. Possibly this
was an effort to destroy the influence of Jesus and further establish
themselves in the eyes of everyone. Having failed, they probably tried
to quietly slip away as they had been shown to be ignorant of some
basic Bible truths which were likely known and accepted by the
common people. They may have confounded others, but Jesus with a
few simple understandable words put them to silence.

JESUS WARNS OF THE LEAVEN
OF THE DOCTRINES OF THE SADDUCEES

Just previous to Matthew 16:11-12, the Sadducees and Pharisees
had asked Jesus for a sign. It was not merely a matter of looking for
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some basis on which to place their trust in Him. It is not unusual when
we are dealing with others that we are looking for some indication as
to whether they can be trusted. If they have established a good
reputation with those we know, we are likely to accept that until we can
establish a personal relationship of trust. In essence: “Show me some
evidence that you can be trusted.” Some might have come to Jesus with
that attitude in all honesty. This was not the case in this instance. They
came to Jesus tempting Him with the request that He show them a sign
from heaven. His many miracles were overlooked. They apparently had
no interest in establishing any form of belief or trust in Jesus. They
were not only tempting Him, but the nature of the question raises the
possibility that they had something of a haughty or mocking attitude.
In being approached in such a manner, one might think that Jesus
would have been fully justified in turning His back and speaking to
others or merely walking away. Of course, Jesus always knew His
audience, and He always gave the proper response.

Jesus very plainly called them hypocrites and a wicked and
adulterous generation. They could discern the face of the sky but not
the signs of the times. They would not receive any sign except that of
the prophet Jonas. With that brief statement, Jesus left them and
departed. A bit later, the disciples of Jesus had forgotten to take bread
and Jesus warned them to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and
Sadducees. The disciples thought the warning was because they had
taken no bread. At that, Jesus reminded them that just a short time
previously He had fed 5,000 with a few loaves and 4,000 on another
occasion. Under such circumstances His concern was not over physical
food to fill the stomach. Rather, He was warning them of the doctrine
or leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

When we think of leaven we bring to mind the gradual influence
that it has. There may be but a small amount of leaven in a substance,
but given the right conditions it will spread until it has an impact upon
the entire substance. This can be good or bad. It is extremely beneficial
in cooking and in other areas. The Gospel had a small beginning but
ultimately affected the entire world. Good examples in the family, at
work, in our communities can spread. The same is true with that which
is evil or simply undesirable. If a worker is indifferent and there are no
bad consequences, others may decide to follow that example. In
Matthew 16:1-12, the Sadducees and the Pharisees had come to Jesus
with the specific intent of tempting Him. When Jesus warned His



108 “Beware of the Leaven ... of the Sadducees”

disciples of the leaven of these parties, it is made clear in verse 12 that
He did not have reference to the leaven of bread but of their doctrine.

It was not just that the doctrines, of those such as the Sadducees,
were in error but of the impact the doctrines had on others. If you tell
something that is clearly unbelievable, then everyone just ignores you,
and they go on about their business. However, the more believable it is,
the more likely it is that others will believe and a large following may
develop. The world abounds with people who apparently spend their
time in trying to con others out of whatever they own. The history of
the Jewish people bears out their willingness to be led away from God.
God warned them throughout their history not to intermarry or have
close relationships with those who worshipped anything other than
Him. They did not listen and over and over again went off into idolatry.
As a result they suffered the consequences just as they had been warned
many times by God. False doctrines, like leaven, will gradually seep
into every aspect of one’s belief and conduct. Often one error merely
builds a step to another error until ultimately the individual has
completely departed from the Truth.

Ritual Issues

Although the Sadducees were strict in some areas, they were not
strict in others. This might have been an adaption of the law to suit their
beliefs. They did not require the same adherence to the laws of purity
of sacred vessels in the Temple as did the Pharisees. Although they
insisted that the people follow very strict observance of the Sabbath,
they did not require the same of the priests. The preparation of their
meals was considered to be a part of their sacred duties. This, of course,
would permit them to eat warm meals in comfort. It is not difficult to
imagine how such a privileged status might be perceived as hypocriti-
cal. In a similar manner they rejected the idea of the travel limitation
imposed by a Sabbath-day’s journey.

It is said that the Sadducees, as the priestly party, considered the
Temple treasury as theirs, and, therefore, the two daily sacrifices were
to be purchased from the voluntary and private gifts. In opposition, the
Pharisees considered that the sacrifices should be purchased from the
Temple treasury.

As one considers the apparent differences between the Sadducees
and others it can be seen that it went far deeper than the fact that they
did not believe in the resurrection, angels or spirits, as indicated in Acts
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23:8. Most likely there were other differences that are not reflected in
this article. Some of those differences may appear to be very subtle or
insignificant. However, taken in their entirety, they reflect a wide
separation not only from the Pharisees but likely other Jewish views
including the common people. It could easily suggest that they
considered they were élite with the enjoyment of greater status and
prestige in both the religious and secular realms.

Character Of The Sadducees

The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia gives a picture of
the Sadducees as being “very boorish.”6 This was not what would be
expected of aristocracy or anyone who desired to be so viewed. This is
suggested by their conduct in the trial of Jesus (Mt. 26:67-68), and later
with Paul when the High Priest had someone strike Paul in the mouth
(Acts 23:1-2). These may have been isolated incidents, but they
nevertheless become a part of the total picture. It might be comparable
to situations where all we learn of someone are the bad things they have
done. Without additional information we have a poor impression of the
person. Probably none of us would want to be judged on that basis.
Only when we have an overall view can we better evaluate the
individual. This is the case with the Sadducees. Regardless, when Jesus
warns His disciples to beware of the leaven of the Sadducees, and
others, we know that there is good reason to examine them and not
follow them.

Political Opinions

The Sadducees believed the destiny of man was primarily in his
own hands. Therefore in political matters man resorted to ingenuity and
statecraft. Man possessed what he deserved so it was gratifying when
they held lofty positions. Apparently this served as proof to them of
their belief when they were the real aristocracy and successful in life.
Prosperity and adversity were a test of piety and wickedness. Since they
prospered, that was a sign to them of their righteousness. After all, if
God promised that the righteous would prosper, then they must be
righteous.

Legal Matters

In marriage they treated a betrothed woman as married. Only if her
husband died before they lived together should his surviving brother
take her as his wife. When the question was posed to Jesus of the seven
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brothers who were married to the same woman, they would have
considered her the wife of the seventh brother as she had only been
betrothed to the others. Their question was thus intended to be doubly
pointed as it posed the situation of each brother having actually married
and lived with her.

In other areas the Sadducees are said to have been more conserva-
tive than others. In situations where a surviving brother refused to
perform the duty towards the widow of the deceased brother they
insisted that the woman spit in the man’s face (Deut. 25:9). Others
might require only a spitting before his face. They were also strict in
the application of an eye for an eye. False witnesses were to be
punished according to the sentence imposed on the accused only when
the sentence had been carried out (Ex. 21:23). Thus, they would be
executed only after the person they helped to wrongly convict had been
executed. The Pharisees concluded from Deuteronomy 19:19 that if the
person was found to be a false witness before the accused was executed
the false witness was to be executed.

According to Exodus 21:28-29, the owner of cattle is responsible
for damages done by his cattle. The Sadducees therefore considered
that a master was responsible for damages done by his slave as the
slave was more responsible to the master than an animal. The Pharisees
took the opposite position based on the idea that a slave was a rational
being and might act with the intent of causing the master to pay
damages.

What Happened To The Sadducees?

The existence of the Sadducees as a sect, whether religious or
political, basically came to an end with the destruction of Jerusalem in
A.D. 70. It might well have continued if it had been based primarily on
religious beliefs as their teachings would have already existed wherever
Jews might be found and would be carried by those who managed to
escape from Jerusalem. While it is likely that some of their doctrines
did exist other than in Jerusalem, it nevertheless appears that as a sect
they ceased to exist as their foundation of power had been destroyed.

The destruction of Jerusalem was a great blow to the Jews as might
be expected. Jerusalem was not just a capital of their nation but also the
center of their religion. In A.D. 70 the city was destroyed, including the
Temple, and many lives were lost. They had been looking for the
Messiah who would establish a great kingdom, and they would be His
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people. Instead there were the Christians who claimed the lowly Jesus
was the Messiah, that He ruled over a spiritual kingdom and the
Gentiles were subject to Him on an equal basis with the Jews. Not only
had the Jews been destroyed physically, but their spiritual lives were
also in disarray. What a terrible blow that must have been to the Jews
in general. But, what must have been the impact on the Sadducees?

Consider what is left if one believes that there is no resurrection?
That within itself would seem to center everything on the physical
earth. With the destruction of Jerusalem and the failure of a great
earthly Jewish King and kingdom to appear, what was left? Even their
positions of authority and wealth had vanished. What they could
observe was that the hated Christians were spreading their message to
Jew and Gentile alike that the resurrected Jesus was the long awaited
Messiah, that He reigned over His kingdom and the faithful would rise
to live with Him forever. This would seem to leave the Sadducees with
nothing to cling to or to offer others and thus bring them to an end as
a body. In some respects that might be said to be the end of the
Sadducees. However, it is said that many of those, including the
Sadducees, who resisted Christianity, took on a new approach to their
religion.

The new approach was that of an oral law which was said to have
been transmitted by Moses by word of mouth. This included a future
existence with its reward and punishments. Customs and traditions
therefore prevailed over the written law. However, it should be noted
that at least some of the modern Jews, who might be considered
descendents of the Sadducees, do not hold to the concept that oral law
has replaced the written law of Moses. For practical purposes it might
be said that as a distinct body the Sadducees ceased to exist.

CHRIST’S WARNING CONCERNING THE 
SADDUCEES’ DOCTRINES ARE APPLICABLE TODAY

There are a number of very practical reasons why the warnings
given by Jesus are still very applicable. It is not that we have a group
that is called Sadducees and hold the very same doctrines. Rather, it is
the attitudes and influences that have continued throughout the ages.
Consider the obvious:

A. Apparently they had a primary interest in power, wealth and
influence. This is not to suggest that others did not have the same goals.
Even if not stated, it is reflected in the positions of importance that they



112 “Beware of the Leaven ... of the Sadducees”

held and the close relationship they seem to have maintained with the
Romans. This is not to suggest that those of power and influence cannot
be among the best of God’s people. However, when it is considered that
they neither believe in angels nor the resurrection, there would seem to
be little of a spiritual nature that would be attractive to them. Their
existence would appear to be tied primarily, if not entirely, to this earth.
To the extent that was true their ambitions and efforts would be in that
direction. Of course, as Jews, they knew of God and in a sense took on
a cloak of being religious, but that was a covering of what they were.
It is no surprise that Jesus called them “hypocrites.”

Do we encounter individuals of the same caliber today? Of course
we do! There are those who attend services for business purposes. We
learn of those in public office who are shown in the news attending a
religious service. This may be a regular practice for some, but no doubt
there are those who show up because it is expected, or they desire to be
seen as religious persons. There are preachers who come to the
attention of the news media because of their lavish lifestyles and the
large sums of money they receive. This is not to suggest that preachers
should live in poverty. However, the appearance is that some have
turned religion into a money making machine for their personal use.
Some years ago, when tent meetings were popular, this writer remem-
bers one young man was reported to have said that when he was in
college and short of money he would hold tent meetings throughout the
summer. It was not that he knew that much about the Bible, or that he
was much of a preacher. However, he must have been a crowd pleaser.
In any event, the indication was that he acquired a tent, found some
likely locations and did some advance advertising. Generally, he could
get a good audience, and he always took up a collection which went
into his pocket.

There are other situations that might likewise fit into the same
mold. Individuals may attend services regularly with their parents in
their younger years. They give the impression that they enjoy being
with other youth in the congregation and are baptized at what appears
to be the right age and time. However, when they are older and on their
own, they cease their relationship with the church. Some will say they
attended when they were younger only because of their parents, and
they had determined to cease when they were no longer subject to their
parents. Others have attended because of the person they were dating
or their spouse. Some have even acknowledged that they were baptized
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only because it pleased their spouse. People of this nature might have
made excellent Sadducees because they created an appearance of
spirituality while their real direction was elsewhere. Would the Lord
not still call them hypocrites?

B. The leaven of the Sadducees, and others, still permeates society.
It is an influence that seeps into the lives of others and society in
general. It will often be very slow in developing and at first may create
strong opposition. Little by little it gains approval until the majority
that was in opposition finds itself to be a small minority. There are a
number of examples, but one is the attitude towards homosexuals. At
one time, their conduct was considered sinful and not accepted by
society. Those who engaged in such conduct kept it a secret. Now, it is
very much in the open and many are not likely to openly condemn it.
Homosexuals seek to marry with the same recognition as if it were a
marriage between a man and a woman, and some religious groups
apparently accept such lifestyles. As new generations grow up with
such attitudes throughout society it will likely seem only natural and
acceptable. The only thing that will teach them the Truth and point
them in the right direction is the Bible.

We also hear of the intentional gradual approach to change. It
might involve holding two types of services. One service might be
called “conservative” or “traditional” and the other “contemporary,”
“liberal” or “non-traditional.” With the foot in the door there is most
likely the expectation that at some point a complete change to the
liberal/non-traditional will occur. In other cases, the change will be
introduced and then withdrawn when there are objections. This is done
knowingly with the plan of introducing the change again until it finds
acceptance. Ultimately, the remaining few who still object will leave.

CONCLUSION

It is unlikely that the reader will come in contact with anyone who
claims to be a Sadducee. It would therefore be easy to dismiss the
warning of Jesus to His disciples as having no application today.
However, there is a basic lesson for all ages. There is Truth, and there
is error, and as individuals we are responsible for knowing the
difference. When it comes to spiritual matters, Truth is to be found only
in God’s Word. Far too often we are inclined to accept the words of
another because of who they are. A person holding a high office speaks,
and therefore it must be true. They are surely smarter and in a better
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position to know, and therefore we accept their statements. A professor
speaks, it is written in a book or pronounced by the news media;
therefore, it must be correct. The preacher claims to speak only the
Truth of God’s Word, and it is accepted because he surely knows more
than others. Obviously, no one has the time or ability to check out
everything they are told. We like to trade with those we have personally
learned to trust because of their past performance. Further, the likes and
dislikes of others may not be the same as our own. When it comes to
our eternal destiny, it is foolish to rely on what others might say
regardless of their backgrounds. So called great religious leaders and
scholars are at times wrong and to follow them can only lead to being
lost eternally. Salvation is the most important thing in our lives, and it
is foolish to leave it in the hands of others.

The warning of Jesus of the leaven of the Sadducees and Pharisees
rings down through the ages. The very nature of the doctrine of the
Sadducees would seem to center their dreams and effort on the things
of this world. They might even be very conservative in many areas of
obedience to the Law of Moses. They were priests and high priests
exercising a great religious influence. At the same time, they apparently
relished positions of power in civil matters and in their relationship
with Rome. It is understandable that the chief priests and Caiaphas the
high priest were concerned that because of Jesus the Romans would
take away their place and nation (Jn. 11:47-57). The Zondervan
Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible indicates that Caiaphas was made
high priest by the Romans and held that position for eighteen years. It
also states that he was a Sadducee.7 Under the circumstances, we can
see the concern that the Romans would take away their place and
nation. Also, the chief priests mentioned were most likely also
Sadducees. At some point they would have been aware of the claim of
Jesus that He would be resurrected. As they did not believe in the
resurrection, if such should occur (or even appear to occur) it would
greatly undercut their beliefs and influence. The Sadducees had
everything to lose.

False doctrines gradually invade a body just as leaven or germs and
when allowed to continue unabated influence the entire substance. We
need to therefore be alert, just as the apostle Paul advised the elders
from Ephesus to “watch” (Acts 20:31). If Jesus lived today, He would
very likely be using similar language to that which He used in the first
century. He would warn of the leaven of the doctrines of many
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religious groups. They will creep in and infect the entire body. The
leaven might even make you feel better and rejoice over how many
have been influenced. Regrettably, it would be a detriment and not a
benefit.

Imagine the difficulty in changing if one, having followed error,
later learns the Truth. Many have encountered this, and some have
faced great trials in making a change. Others have been unwilling to
change because of what it will cost them. Imagine what it would take
for one who has been preaching error for years to great audiences, to
realize that he has not spoken the way of salvation but has led many to
be lost. It might be difficult enough to stand before a crowd and confess
your error, but imagine the heartbreak of knowing the spiritual harm
you had done. Such is the impact of false leaven. Each individual must
search the Scriptures for therein is the way of salvation.
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4 The Life and Works of Flavius Josephus, (Philadelphia, PA: John C.
Winston Company, n.d.), Antiquities of the Jews, bk. 13.5.9.
5 International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, (Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2002), 5: s.v. “Sadducees.”
6 Ibid.
7 Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia, s.v. “Caiphas.”
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